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»Piirage mi kawellu,
Kiime konbha!“

In the ancient Mapuche song ,Konha qiil o weichapeyiim chi Qiil“ from the Chilean
village of Panguipulli, it says: ,Saddle your horse, good boy.*

It is a call to arm oneself and prepare for an upcoming battle. The Mapuche are famous
for their extraordinary riding skills. The close relationship with their horses is still
present - since the beginning of their oppression in colonial times. For me, the Mapu-
che and the horse form a synthesis, an inseparable unity through their shared history.
,Crin® is the Castellan term for horsehair and sets the framework for this experimental
casting series. Silver wire and horsehair are woven into a fragile weave and then cast in
epoxy resin. This method helps to preserve the moment of merging of the silver and
the horsehair, to remember the ancient stories and songs of the Mapuche warriors and

their horses.

The result is a series of cast objects that I studied in many ways throughout their crea-
tion. Through the intensive observation, I made film and photo recordings, which
allow me to reflect on my personal view on the fusion of the materials. For this, I invite

you to explore more photos and three short clips, which you can find on my website.
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Constanza Camila in her Munich studio, photographed by Florian Seidel, 2020 Munich

Constanza Camila is a Munich-based artist who has dedicated herself to textiles. The critical exami-
nation of the medium , textile“ is as much in the foreground as the reflection of her origins. With
previous works such as ,HYPERISM® (2019), she has dealt with the history of her ancestors, the
native people living in Chile called Mapuche, to show the importance of their ,,culture® and their

cosmological knowledge.

She has also studied theories of postcolonialism and has developed artistic methods to deconstruct
colonial structures in textiles. In 2017 and 2018, she traveled to Japan to live with and learn from
Japanese dyeing masters about traditional and ancient techniques on how to create natural colors

with plants.

Constanza Camila holds a Master of Arts degree in Textiles from the Burg Giebichenstein Universi-
ty in Germany. In her Munich laboratory, she experiments with fabrics on her handlooms, analyses
traditional Japanese dyeing methods to apply this knowledge to her dyes, grows dye plants such as
Indigo and Woad, and develops Jacquard fabrics with manufacturers in Como/Italy. Due to her in-
terest in combining her artistic work with philosophical theories, she started to study Philosophies
and Art History at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University in Munich in October 2020.
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2020 Munich OPEN ART, group exhibition, Munich

2019 DANCE MACABRE, group exhibition, Berlin
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Selection of publications & press
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